
 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
I am pleased to report that Year 12 students have settled well at Thomas Adams Sixth Form.  We have 
ninety-five students in the year group from many different secondary schools. 
 
In normal times, we would host an information evening for parents/carers during the second week of 
term, however, due to the current situation, we are unable to host this evening 
conventionally.  Instead, we will be hosting a webinar on Thursday 10th September between 6-
7pm.  Should you wish to join the webinar, please use this 
link:https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83929660282?pwd=cHlNZUxxUmdkaFE2M242RGN5M3NSUT09  
Passcode: 296108 
 
Prior to our webinar, I thought I would share some dates and information with you, to help with 
planning for the year. 
 
Communication 
You will shortly receive an email from noreply@sims.co.uk to invite you to access the SIMS Parent App. 
This will give you access to your son/daughter’s timetable, attendance information and reports in the 
future. Please follow the instructions on the email to access the app. You may find the following clip 
useful: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sE4e4yqjAzM If you do not receive the email by the end of 
the week please contact Sam Evans sge@thomasadams.net  
 
Data Sheets 
Students have been asked to fill in a data sheet for us.  Throughout the year, we will email or text you 
with updates, information or opportunities available to our students, so please ensure that we have 
your correct details. 
 
Mentoring 
Our Year 12 students will soon be mentored by their form tutors, discussing study patterns and their 
plans for the future.  At Thomas Adams Sixth Form, we pride ourselves on our IAG (Information, 
Advice and Guidance) for life after A Level study, and students will undoubtedly benefit from their 
tutor’s expertise and experience.  
 
Handbook 
All students have been given a handbook.  In this handbook is guidance about our systems at sixth 
form.   
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Attendance 
Please do keep us informed of any absences due to illness or medical appointments.  You should let 
Mrs Evans, our Student Services Officer, know if a student is not attending school for any 
reason.  Please call school on 01939 237000 to leave a voice message, or email 
sixthform@thomasadams.net  
 
Should a student not arrive for registration or a timetabled lesson, we will contact you to let you know. 
 
I would ask you not to book holidays in term time, and to note that should a student’s (unauthorised) 
attendance level drop to below 90%, they will be responsible for the costs of exam entries.  Days off 
for authorised reasons, such as medical appointments, interviews and illnesses will, obviously, not 
affect the attendance level. 
 
Part-time work 
Part-time work will inevitably have a negative impact on students’ performance in their studies - could 
I ask that you join me in urging students to put sixth form work first? Whilst it is thrilling to be earning 
extra money, I must stress that academic study should not be compromised. 
 
Bursaries 
Students may be entitled to financial help during their two years with us.  Should you think a student 
is entitled to financial support, please request an application form from Mrs Evans.  Applications 
should be handed to Mrs Evans by Friday 9th October 2020, although please do get in touch if your 
family circumstances alter throughout the year. 
 
Exam Access Arrangements  
Students who are entitled to exam access arrangements, and who did not attend Thomas Adams 
School for their GCSEs, should ensure that we have their Form 8 from their previous school.  Please 
contact our Examinations Officer, Rebecca Kinnon, should you have any further questions about exam 
access arrangements – rlk@thomasadams.net  
 
Learning Needs 
Darran Tunnah is the school’s SENDCo (Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator).  Should you have any 
concerns about the educational needs of a student, please do contact him - dlt@thomasadams.net 
 
28th September 2020 – Deadline for course changes 
The deadline for switching A Level subjects is 28th September.  After this date, students will be unable 
to switch subjects, due to the amount of subject content missed in the first month of study. 
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September – Attitude to Learning Tracking Point  
At the end of September, we will ask teachers for a brief overview of the academic start made by 
students.  The teachers will be looking at how enthusiastic, committed and conscientious our new 
students are.   
                                                          
19th - 21st November 2020 – World Skills UK 
This annual convention is the Skills Show at Birmingham NEC. We are encouraging all students to look 
at their options in the world of employment, as well as university.  Covering all main career areas, 
employers and apprentices are available to guide students and offer more information about 
application and selection processes.  Students should see Liam Allen to secure a ticket.         
             
30th November 2020 – Interim tests   
Year 12 will have tests before Christmas, focusing on subject content taught so far this term.  Students 
who underperform in these tests will be monitored and we will intervene where appropriate, 
contacting you as we need to. 
 
18th December 2020 – End of term  
We finish the term with a celebration briefing, where we congratulate students on their successes. We 
also enjoy our legendary ‘Quizmas’, a general knowledge quiz for students and staff, before the 
Christmas holidays begin. Term starts on Monday 4th January 2021. 
 
25th January 2021 – Year 12 Consultation Evening – 4.30-7.30pm 
At the Year 12 Consultation Evening on 25th January, you will have the opportunity to meet teaching 
staff to discuss progress and strategies for success. We will send a letter home nearer the time with 
arrangements for the evening. 
 
2nd March 2021– UCAS Conference 
We have booked tickets for the UCAS Conference for all students in Year 12.  This conference, held in 
Manchester, is an opportunity for students to meet representatives from all universities in the UK. 
 
21st June 2021 – Year 12 Exam Week 
 
12th July 2021 – Work Experience Week  
This week is essential in not only preparing Year 12 for the world of work, but also in assisting in 
making important decisions regarding future careers.  Students must secure their own work 
experience placements and we would encourage them to do so sooner rather than later.  We do have 
a directory of companies who are willing to accept young people, so please do ask for help should you 
be encountering difficulties.  We have a Careers Advisor, Kim Weston, who is able to meet with 
students.  Appointments can be made through Mrs Evans. 



 

 

 

 
Thank you for your support and please do not hesitate to get in touch should you have any concerns, 
on 01939 237000 or email sixthform@thomasadams.net  
 
Best wishes,  
 
 
Julie Squire 
Key Stage 5 Manager 
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