
 

 

 

Dear Parents / Carers  
 

I hope this letter finds you well after a restful half term break.  
 

On Monday 22nd February, as promised, the Prime Minister introduced his plans for the easing of lockdown in 
England. This involved the schedule for the full re-opening of schools for all pupils. The main areas for 
attention are:  
 

 Testing - the government has said that students should be tested 3 times in school, 3-5 days apart. After 
this, you will be provided with home testing kits to test your child(ren) twice per week. This is voluntary; if 
there is a positive case, identified close contacts will then be required to self-isolate for 10 days.  

 8th March – this is the return date given by the government. However, the actual return of students can be 
staggered across the week to allow for the testing.  Bearing in mind that we will need to test over 
1,200 students twice in the first week, please do not expect your child(ren) to be back in school on 
8th March.  We will be taking a staggered approach. If you do not consent for your child to be 
tested, they must continue to learn from home until their year group has been through 
the testing process and are ready to return to the classroom. We are still receiving guidance from the 
government on testing and there may be some further flexibility on what we are allowed to do (e.g. testing 
before the 8th March) which may affect our plans.  

 Remote learning – in the week beginning 8th March we will be transitioning back to face-to-face teaching. 
You will therefore see a necessary shift in provision during that week from live lessons to work provided 
for students to complete independently. This will certainly be the format for those self-isolating or shielding 
when full face to face teaching resumes in school.  

 Facemasks – these will now be worn in school where two metre distancing cannot be guaranteed. This now 
means in classrooms, corridors and communal areas. Exemptions are for medical and specific learning 
needs only. Please ensure that your child comes to school with a facemask and a spare.   

 
As with everything, the devil is in the detail and we will formulate our plans over the next few days.  Therefore, I 
will be in a better position on Friday to share with you more information. On the challenge of testing, it would 
be really beneficial for our plans to have an indication of numbers we will need to cater for, so please can I ask 
that you complete the consent form (one for each child) which you will receive by email tomorrow. The form 
can also be found on Teams and on the school’s Facebook. This will give consent for your child to receive 3 
Lateral Flow tests on-site during the return to school.  
 

May I take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support and patience at this time.  
 

Kind regards  

 
Mark Cooper  
Headteacher  


