
Sociology 

Thomas Adams: Read to Succeed 

How to incorporate reading in the curriculum 

Working towards a departmental literacy policy 

 

Potential strategy Model of good practice Will be used departmentally 
wide (X) 

Present information via text rather than PowerPoint 

Buy / use textbooks which 
embed reading activities 

 X inclusion of range of sociology 
textbooks and student guides 
are encouraged to buy. Frequent 
use of handouts to base 
activities around. Examples 
include key terms/concepts, 
understanding and reading for 
gist, reducing or explaining to 
peers 

Prepare workbooks which 
embed reading activities 

 

 

Range of revision books 
available on teams, including 
under-grad notes on particular 
area. Talked through with 
learners. 

Incorporate the use of 
newspapers into content 
delivery 

The Literary Hinterland: A Lesson I Love… 
– codexterous (home.blog) 

Include relevant articles into 
debate and research to apply 
sociological theory or 
sociological interest. Promotes 
discussion as well. 

Subject related articles Specific from sociology review 
(Hodder) or original research 
study 

Subject related books Often directed for wider reading 
and share with group books 
available to borrow or 
recommend particular books that 
also have podcasts so can listen 
to someone else reading as well! 

Biographies Only used for studies and 
research 

Blogs  There seems to be fewer soc 
blogs that will actually suit the A 
level spec. Would like to work on 
this. Perhaps getting students to 
create their own 

Develop accountable reading routines  

 Unseen questions: reading 
first, then looking at some 

This is required for source 
=based questions on all papers 

https://codexterous.home.blog/2021/01/31/the-literary-hinterland-a-lesson-i-love/
https://codexterous.home.blog/2021/01/31/the-literary-hinterland-a-lesson-i-love/
https://headguruteacher.files.wordpress.com/2022/05/screenshot-2022-05-05-at-16.14.12-1.png
https://teacherhead.com/2020/04/20/the-next-edu-revolution-textbooks/


questions. This encourages 
reading of the full text without 
skimming 

 

Reading comprehension strategies | EEF 
(educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk) 

 

11 Alternatives to Round Robin (and 
Popcorn) Reading | Edutopia 

 

 

 

and especially p2 research 
methods where there is an 
unseen extract from a piece of 
research. Often used as 
homelearning and then 
questions asked/generated in 
class 

 Search questions: using a text 
to find answers to specific 
questions. This helps develop 
scanning techniques 

 

Used as part of collaboration – a 
list of key term definitions to find 
or specific responses in an 
article 

 Summarising: This develops 
‘reading for gist’ which can be 
important for longer pieces. 

 

This works well for reading a 
newspaper or sociology review 
article and summarising, then 
sharing findings with a different 
group/person. 

Develop oral or echo reading routines to boost fluency 

 The teacher reads a short 
section of text aloud, 
explaining words and 
concepts as needed. 

 Students then: 

  Read the same text back to 
each other, simultaneously, 
alternating lines or paragraphs 
or each repeating the same 
text again 

  

 Tutor might read aloud, students 
not so often – this could be area 
to work on moving forward. 

Set accountable reading tasks for homework 

Teacher sets a reading task 
for homework e.g. 2-3 sides of 
an article, a textbook section 
or a book chapter 

Five Ways To: Weave Reading into the 
Curriculum – teacherhead 

This is already strong part of 
sociology development for 
literacy. Can be used as a whole 
objective or as part of wider 
research. 

 Teacher sets a wider reading 
task for homework provide 
subject hinterland 

Five Ways To: Weave Reading into the 
Curriculum – teacherhead 

Explicitly teach tier 2 & 3 vocabulary 

 Evidence of key terminology 
glossaries in 
textbooks/exercise 
books/attention drawn to 
lesson key terminology and 
definitions during lesson 

 Students often have a separate 
book/part of file for this. There 
are key term tests, quizzes and 
games to help develop 
conceptual confidence. 

 Use the ‘Frayer’ model to 
introduce tier 3 vocabulary 
into your subject 

Using The Frayer Model to Teach 
Vocabulary Concepts - Vocabulary Luau 

Incorporate something like the 
frayer model, more verbally than 
written. Might be a useful 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/reading-comprehension-strategies
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/reading-comprehension-strategies
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/alternatives-to-round-robin-reading-todd-finley
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/alternatives-to-round-robin-reading-todd-finley
https://teacherhead.com/2022/05/05/five-ways-to-weave-reading-into-the-curriculum/
https://teacherhead.com/2022/05/05/five-ways-to-weave-reading-into-the-curriculum/
https://teacherhead.com/2022/05/05/five-ways-to-weave-reading-into-the-curriculum/
https://teacherhead.com/2022/05/05/five-ways-to-weave-reading-into-the-curriculum/
https://vocabularyluau.com/using-the-frayer-model/
https://vocabularyluau.com/using-the-frayer-model/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1iU_3Wl6BdN7-vtWrJ0ZXS7m-l8-EuK-H


consolidation practice of in prep 
of article/topic 

 Break down tier 3 (subject 
specialist) vocabulary into 
their etymological and 
morphological roots  
e.g.photosynthesis : photo 
meaning ‘light’ and synthesis 
‘to build’  

Morphology and Etymology -          Vocab 
Strategies (weebly.com) 

sometimes 

 

 

 

 

 

Marking and feedback:  

Although Thomas Adams has moved away from the strict adherence to previous SPAG marking 

and feedback policy. There should be an obvious emphasis on the correction of misspelt tier 3 

vocabulary. 

This should be directed as an identification of misspelling and 3 attempts from students to correct 

misspelt word.  

http://tabethadawkins.weebly.com/morphology-and-etymology.html#:~:text=Morphology%20and%20Etymology%20involve%20looking,the%20meaning%20of%20unfamiliar%20words.&text=Etymology%20is%20the%20study%20of%20the%20origins%20of%20words.
http://tabethadawkins.weebly.com/morphology-and-etymology.html#:~:text=Morphology%20and%20Etymology%20involve%20looking,the%20meaning%20of%20unfamiliar%20words.&text=Etymology%20is%20the%20study%20of%20the%20origins%20of%20words.

